






































Environmental Impact Report

The EIR will analyze the potential environmental consequences of adopting the Proposed Project.
It will discuss how proposed General Plan Update and Sharp Park Specific Plan policies may af-
fect the environment, identify significant impacts, and recommend measures to mitigate those
impacts. It will also evaluate the cumulative impacts and potential growth-inducing impacts of the
General Plan Update and Sharp Park Specific Plan. The EIR will consider the environmental im-
pacts of alternatives developed during the planning process, including the “No Project Alterna-
tive” (existing General Plan), and identify an environmentally superior alternative. Impact as-
sessment will be conducted parallel to Plan preparation so that identified mitigation can be built
into the General Plan and Sharp Park Specific Plan. Subsequent environmental review will be
conducted for major development projects, public works and infrastructure improvements
described in the General Plan to evaluate site-specific impacts. However, a more detailed
analysis of certain activities described in the Sharp Park Specific Plan will be undertaken in
this EIR in order to improve opportunities for future streamlining and approval of these ac-
tivities without requiring additional environmental review.

The environmental assessment will utilize the most current CEQA Guidelines and for each issue
area, including global warming and greenhouse gases/climate change. The EIR will be prepared to
take full advantage of CEQA streamlining and tiering opportunities for future projects, whether
in accordance with provisions of SB 375, or other tiering and exemption provisions in CEQA.

Community members can provide input in response to this Notice of Preparation, or to the Draft
EIR itself when that document is released. A series of public hearings will allow for additional
public input before City decision makers consider certifying the EIR and adopting the updat-
ed General Plan Update and Sharp Park Specific Plan.

Potential Environmental Impacts to Be Considered

Consistent with the State CEQA Guidelines (Appendix G), the following environmental resource
categories will be analyzed in relation to the Project:

Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology/Water Quality
Land Use/Planning

e Mandatory Findings of Significance

e  Aesthetics e Population, and Housing
e Agricultural and Forest Resources e Noise

e Air Quality e Public Services

¢ Biological Resources e Recreation

e Cultural Resources e Transportation

e Energy e Tribal Cultural Resources
e Greenhouse Gas Emissions e  Utilities/Service Systems
e Geology/Soils e Wildfire

[ ]

®

[ ]

Effects Found Not to be Significant

CEQA allows environmental effects for which there is no likelihood of a significant im-
pact to be “scoped out” of the EIR analysis. The following effects have been determined
not to be significant, as outlined below. Full documentation of the factual basis for this
determination will be included in the EIR. Unless specific comments are received during
the NOP public comment period that indicate a potential for the project to result in signif-
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icant impacts, these less than significant effects will be addressed briefly in the EIR and
“scoped out.”

Based on characteristics of the Planning Area, the Mineral Resources topic area will be
included in the Effects Found Not to Be Significant section of the EIR. No activities relat-
ed to mineral resources occur within the Planning Area boundaries, and none of the prop-
erties are designated as relevant for mineral resources by the City of Pacifica General
Plan or Zoning Ordinance, or by the State of California. These conditions preclude the
possibility of impacts on mineral resources; therefore, this issue will not be analyzed fur-
ther by the EIR.
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